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a scribbler in Fleet Street who wouldn't have got more fire and
colour into every paragraph.
Trenchard withdrew his objection to my rejoining the Air
Force. I got seventh-heaven for two weeks: but then Sam Hoare
came back from Mespot and refused to entertain the idea. That,
and the closer acquaintance with The Seven Pillars (which I now
know better than anyone ever will) have together convinced me
that I'm no bloody good on earth. So I'm going to quit: but
in my usual comic fashion I'm going to finish the reprint and
square up with Cape before I hop it! There is nothing like
deliberation, order and regularity in these things.
I shall bequeath you my notes on life in the recruits camp of
the R.A.F. They will disappoint you. Yours                   T.E.S.
Post Office closed.   So the stamps are put on at a venture.
[Edward Garnett was naturally much alarmed by this letter
with its threat of suicide and wrote at once to Bernard Shaw who
replied :
I saw the Prime Minister about it during his former
term of office ... I have now sent on your letter to Downing
Street with a card to say that some decision should be made,
as there is a possibility of an appalling scandal, especially
after Lowell Thomas's book. G.B.S.
John Buchan had also appealed to Mr. Baldwin on Lawrence's
behalf and the Prime Minister humanely decided to intervene*
The evidence for this is contained in letters to John Buchan*
On December 26th, 1928, Lawrence wrote: *I wanted you to
know I'm making the best use I can of the gift you led Mr.
Baldwin into giving me in 1925,' and on December 2oth, 1934,
Lawrence puts the whole matter in its plainest form,]
267: TO R. V. BUXTON
20. vi. 25
[9 tines omitted] Will you show Salmond the Carline picture, *Tlie
destruction of the retreating Turkish Army by air attack*? He
might like to see it